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Hidden deck fasteners are categorized into clip-based and plug-based systems, each suited for grooved or square-edge boards.

Material compatibility dictates fastener coating and base material; mismatching leads to corrosion and warranty claims.

A supplier with in-house manufacturing and coating capabilities can deliver custom fasteners at competitive MOQs and lead

times.

Quality certifications (ISO 9001, PPAP) and traceability from raw material to finished lot are non-negotiable for export markets.

Standard lead times range from 4–8 weeks; new tooling adds lead time but allows exclusive designs.

Sourcing Hidden Deck Fasteners: Meeting Market Demand for Clean Deck

Surfaces
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As decking contractors and OEMs shift toward seamless, screw-free aesthetics, the demand for reliable hidden deck fastener supply

chains has grown sharply. Specifying the right fastening system—whether clips, plugs, or edge-mounted brackets—directly impacts

installation speed, long-term durability, and material warranty compliance. Our manufacturing operation is structured to serve this

exact need: B2B buyers gain access to a vertically integrated production source that couples high-volume capacity with the

flexibility to customize for wood, composite, and PVC decking profiles.
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► Watch video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9gzbY1t16Gg

Hidden Deck Fasteners by Frueh Building Systems – Joist Tape and Gap Spacer Combo — by Frueh Building Systems on YouTubeFrueh Hidden

Deck Fasteners: The Ultimate Solution for Seamless Composite Decking Welcome to the future of decking withu00a0…

Core Capabilities and Production Capacity

We operate multi-station cold heading and progressive stamping lines capable of producing over 300 million hidden deck fastener

components annually. In-house thread rolling, heat treatment, and automated sorting ensure dimensional consistency across every

batch. Our finishing lines run ecoat, powder coat, and geometric coating processes, allowing us to match color requirements for

leading decking brands while maintaining corrosion resistance that meets ASTM standards. Digital scheduling and lean

manufacturing practices keep lead times predictable, even for container-load orders with mixed SKUs.

Product Scope and Customization Breadth at a Glance

Our hidden deck fastener portfolio includes stainless steel and coated carbon steel options across several families:

Grooved-board clips – flange-style fasteners for standard grooved composite and PVC decking, with anti-tilt stabilizing legs.

Plug-style systems – surface-screwed screws with matching wood-grain or solid plugs for a flush finish on timber decking.

Edge-mount fasteners – no-groove solutions that drive at a 45-degree angle through the board edge, leaving the surface

pristine.

Universal brackets – heavy-gauge connectors for timber-to-timber or timber-to-steel substructures.

We supply sizes ranging from #7 to ¼-inch equivalents, in 304, 316, and 410 stainless, as well as heat-treated carbon steel with

proprietary coating stacks. Finishes include black oxide, zinc flake, and custom RAL-matched powder coating. Private labeling,

kitting, and branded packaging are available for buyers looking to go to market with their own line.
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Export Experience and Served Markets

With over 18 years of export experience, we ship regularly to North America, Northern Europe, Australia, and the Middle East. Our

logistics team manages FCL and LCL consolidation, palletized packing, and ISPM 15 heat-treated crating. We handle destination-

specific documentation—from Certificates of Origin to mill test reports—so procurement teams can clear customs without delay.

Regional warehousing partnerships in key markets shorten last-mile delivery for JIT inventory programs.

Quality Systems, Compliance and Certifications

Our quality management system is certified to ISO 9001, and we apply automotive-grade process controls across all fastener lines,

including PPAP Level 3 documentation when required. Incoming steel coils are verified against heat certificates, and every

production lot undergoes dimensional inspection, hardness testing, and salt spray evaluation before release. All conformal coatings

and platings comply with RoHS and REACH, and our lab routinely validates fastener performance to ASTM B117, ASTM F606, and

applicable portions of ICC-ES acceptance criteria.

Why Buyers Choose This Supplier

Procurement managers turn to us for the depth of application knowledge we bring—not simply a catalog part number. We advise

on correct fastener selection based on board thickness, joist spacing, and material type to avoid callbacks. Every shipment includes

full lot traceability back to the raw material, and our North American sales team provides English-language technical support within

24 hours. We accommodate MOQs as low as 50,000 pieces for initial market trials, then scale to millions of units without a change

in quality.

Request a Capability Deck or Custom Quote

To evaluate how our hidden deck fasteners can reduce your installation time and post-construction warranty claims, contact our

export team. We will provide a detailed capability presentation, product samples, and a competitive quotation tailored to your

market.

Hidden Deck Fastener Types: A Sourcing Guide for B2B Buyers

For procurement professionals, hidden deck fasteners fall into two primary categories: clip-based systems that fasten between

boards, and fastener-and-plug systems that allow face-fastening with concealed plugs. Clip systems use stainless steel or coated

steel clips driven by a proprietary screw into the joist, gripping the board edge. Common screw types include self-tapping designs

per Self-Tapping Screws — DIN 7976 / ISO 1481 that eliminate predrilling. Meanwhile, plug systems combine a structural screw with

a color-matched plug that caps the screw head, hiding it below the surface. Buyers must evaluate whether their target market

prefers grooved boards (required for many clip designs) or square-edge boards that accept plug-type or top-fixing hidden fasteners.
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Installation Methods and Design Considerations

Hidden fastener installation typically begins with a straight, level joist structure. Fastener spacing follows the deck board material

specifications—composite boards often require clips every 12-16 inches on center, while tropical hardwoods may demand closer

spacing to prevent cupping. For grooved boards, the clip’s barbed wings seat into the groove; for square-edge boards, biscuit-type

fasteners or top-down screws with plugs are used. Engineered systems that include jigs and spacing tools reduce installation time

by up to 30% compared to standard fastening methods, an important value-add when selling to professional contractors.

Material Compatibility and Corrosion Protection

Selecting the correct fastener material prevents premature deck failure. For pressure-treated wood, carbon steel with a minimum

G185 galvanized coating or a polymer coating resists the alkaline preservatives. Stainless steel (grade 304 or 316) is specified for

coastal environments or high-end composites. Aluminum clips should never contact ACQ-treated lumber due to galvanic corrosion;

instead, stainless or polymer-isolated steel is required. Many suppliers offer fasteners in multiple base materials and coatings to

cover the full range of decking types—evaluating a supplier’s coating capability (e.g., electroplating, dacromet) is therefore

essential for long-term buyer confidence.

Key Facts for Sourcing Managers

Hidden fasteners eliminate surface screw heads, improving aesthetics and reducing trip hazards.

Clip systems generally require grooved deck boards; plug systems work with square-edge boards.

Austenitic stainless steels (e.g., AISI 304/316) offer optimal corrosion resistance for marine environments.

Minimum order quantities for custom lengths or finishes typically start in the low tens of thousands of pieces.

Lead times for standard fasteners are typically 4–8 weeks from order confirmation, with exceptions for new tooling.

Hidden Deck Fasteners Sourcing Overview

Aspect Key Details

Manufacturing Cold heading, thread rolling, heat treatment, plating; in-house die and tooling for custom profiles.

Product Range
Clips, screws with plugs, biscuit fasteners; lengths to suit board thickness, available in carbon steel, stainless

steel.

Customization Head style, drive type, thread geometry, finish/coating; MOQ typically 50,000–100,000 pcs.

Material Compatibility Pressure-treated wood, tropical hardwood, composite, PVC; coatings matched to substrate chemistry.

Standards &

Compliance

ISO 9001 quality management, PPAP documentation, RoHS/REACH; testing per ASTM or EN for mechanical

properties.

Export Regions North America, Europe, Australia, Middle East; familiar with regional packaging and labeling requirements.

Typical Lead Time 4–8 weeks for standard items; tooling lead times additional.
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Request Technical Datasheets and Quotation

Our engineering team can help match the correct hidden fastener to your decking profile and regional code requirements. Contact

us with your board specifications and annual volume forecast to receive a detailed proposal and, where required, third-party test

reports.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the different types of hidden deck fasteners?

Hidden deck fasteners generally include clip systems that secure deck boards at the edges, and plug systems that conceal screws

below the surface. Clips may be made of stainless steel or polymer-coated steel, while plugs are typically color-matched

composites. The choice depends on whether the deck boards are grooved or square-edge.

When should you not use hidden deck fasteners?

Hidden fasteners are less suitable for deck boards thinner than ¾ inch, as they rely on edge or surface grip that may split thinner

material. They also may not provide the lateral pull-down strength required in high-wind areas unless specific clip designs are

tested. In such cases, through-fastening with structural screws may be recommended.

What hidden fasteners work with composite decking?

Most composite decking brands recommend specific hidden fastener systems that match their board profiles. Grooved composite

boards typically use clip systems with stainless steel or coated steel inserts. Some manufacturers offer universal clips compatible

with multiple grooved edge profiles. Always verify expansion and contraction allowances.

How do hidden fasteners affect deck installation time?

Hidden fasteners can increase installation time compared to face screwing, due to the need for precise clip spacing and alignment.

However, systems with integrated jigs and spacers can speed up the process significantly, sometimes reducing time by 20–30%

over traditional methods.

What standards apply to hidden deck fasteners for export?

Key standards include ASTM A240 for stainless steel, ISO 898-1 for mechanical properties of screws, and ASTM B117 for salt spray

corrosion testing. European markets often require CE marking per EN 14592 for timber connectors. Buyers should request

compliance documentation before importing.
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